
 

 

Public Question for November 6, 2018 election 

F.A.Q. 

 

1. What question will be on the ballot on November 6th? 
Below is the ballot question that will appear on the ballot: 
 

 
 

2. What is the purpose of the question? 
The school district is asking for voter permission to increase the tax levy by $400,000 and 
to use these funds for the purpose of hiring additional security personnel. 
 

3. Is the hiring of additional Class III police officers or School Resource Officers 
required by law? 
Police officers are not required by law to be present in schools.  Each school district must 
evaluate the level of security present in each building and work with their community 
partners to maintain a safe environment for the school community. 
 

4. Does the school district currently have armed personnel? 
Currently, the Aberdeen Police Department has designated one police officer to serve as a 
School Resource Officer. 
 

5. What security measures does the school district currently have in place? 
The school district utilizes multiple means to secure the buildings.  These security 
measures include both active employees and equipment/improvements that represent best 
practices established by the NJDOE and law enforcement. 



 

 

 
6. If approved, will the new staff be district employees? 

No.  The hiring and managing of Class III officers or a School Resource Officer is the 
responsibility of the local police department. 
 

7. What is the difference between a Class III police officer and a School Resource 
Officer? 
The Class III police officer is a fairly new class of police officer, recently retired, that is 
hired by a police department in a general capacity for the purpose of specifically 
providing schools with armed police presence and receives specific school-based 
training.  The School Resource Officer is an existing traditionally hired police officer that 
has received specific school-based training and may be used in other roles in the 
community. 
 

8. Will the approval of the question impact my taxes? 
Yes.  The additional funds to be used by the district to support the initiative of hiring 
additional personnel will be paid by a permanent tax levy increase to the residents of the 
Township of Aberdeen and the Borough of the Matawan.  The exact amount is specific to 
the property owner. 
 

9. Why is the Board of Education taking on this initiative now? 
In light of the ongoing concerns relating to school security and as a result of the March 
2018 community security forum, the Board of Education felt it was appropriate to put this 
matter to the community. 
 

10. What will happen if the question passes? 
The school district will certify a new tax levy to the municipalities, and coordinate the 
hiring of the police officers with the police departments of Aberdeen and Matawan. 
 

11. What will happen if the question does not pass? 
The school district will continue to work with the police departments on the continuous 
evaluation and improvement in school security without the need for dedicated police 
officers. 
 

 


